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- God bringing new life to your spiritual walk
- God giving a new sense of intimacy with him.
- Us having more of God in our lives.

And Ezra blessed the Lord, the
great God, and all the people answered, "Amen,
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their
heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to
the ground.
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Then he said to them, "Go your
way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
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T Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the

people of Israel were assembled with
and with earth on their heads. 2 And

the Israelites separated themselves from all
foreigners and stood and

1) an allegiance to God
2) an admission of guilt or sin
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Seriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father, He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholie and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come.

Amen.




3 And they stood up in their place and read from the
Book of the Law of the Lord their God for a quarter

of the day; for another quarter of it they made
the Lord their God.

e Private - you alone at home confessing to God

 Public - you before the larger congregation
confessing to God

e Corporate - the community in unity confessing to

God
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And Aaron shall lay both his hands
on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all
the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their
transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them
on the head of the goat and send it away into the
wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness.

* |[ssue number one the high priest was not
categorically asking what each persons sin was
and tallying on a list

* processing of atonement (not which person in the
camp needs to focus on what | did)
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“But if they confess their iniquity
and the iniquity of their fathers in their treachery
that they committed against me, and also in walking
contrary to me...
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if my people who are called by

my name humble and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal

their land.
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After these things had been done, the
officials approached me and said, “The people of
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not
separated themselves from the peoples of the lands
with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites,
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.

SO
that the holy race has mixed itself with the peoples
of the lands.
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Ezra 9:1-4: And in this faithlessness the hand of the
officials and chief men has been foremost.” @ As
soon as | heard this, | tore my garment and my
cloak and pulled hair from my head and beard
and sat appalled. 4Then all who trembled at the
words of the God of Israel, because of the
faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered
around me while | sat appalled until the evening
sacrifice.
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O Lord, the God of Israel, you are just, for
we are left a remnant that has escaped, as it is today.
Behold, we are before you in our guilt, for none can
stand before you because of this.”
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4 On the stairs of the Levites stood Jeshua, Bani,
Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and

Chenani; and they cried with a loud voice to the
Lord their God.

e Pray for your elders

e Allegiance to God - A
e Confession-C
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5> Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani,
Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and
Pethahiah, said, “Stand up and bless the Lord your
God from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be
your glorious name, which is exalted above all
blessing and praise. ¢ “You are the Lord, you alone.
You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with
all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas
and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them;
and the host of heaven worships you.




’You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and
brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave
him the name Abraham. 8 You found his heart
faithful before you, and made with him the covenant
to give to his offspring the land of the Canaanite,
the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite,
and the Girgashite. And you have kept your
promise, for you are righteous.
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? And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt
and heard their cry at the Red Sea, 1°and performed
sighs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his
servants and all the people of his land, for you knew
that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And
you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day.
1 And you divided the sea before them, so that they
went through the midst of the sea on dry land, and
you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a stone
into mighty waters.
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12 By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and
by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the
way in which they should go. 13 You came down on
Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and
gave them right rules and true laws, good statutes
and commandments, 4 and you made known to
them your holy Sabbath and commanded them
commandments and statutes and a law by Moses
your servant.
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5 You gave them bread from heaven for their
hunger and brought water for them out of the rock
for their thirst, and you told them to go in to possess
the land that you had sworn to give them.
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16 “But they and our fathers acted presumptuously
and stiffened their neck and did not obey your
commandments. 17 They refused to obey and were
not mindful of the wonders that you performed
among them, but they stiffened their neck and
appointed a leader to return to their slavery in
Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and did not forsake them.
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8 Even when they had made for themselves a
golden calf and said, ‘This is your God who brought
you up out of Egypt’ and had committed great
blasphemies, 1 you in your great mercies did not
forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to
lead them in the way did not depart from them by
day, nor the pillar of fire by night to light for them
the way by which they should go. 20 You gave your
good Spirit to instruct them and did not withhold
your manna from their mouth and gave them water
for their thirst.
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21 Forty years you sustained them in the wilderness,
and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear
out and their feet did not swell.
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22 "And you gave them kingdoms and peoples and
allotted to them every corner. So they took
possession of the land of Sihon king of Heshbon
and the land of Og king of Bashan. 23 You multiplied
their children as the stars of heaven, and you
brought them into the land that you had told their
fathers to enter and possess.
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24 So the descendants went in and possessed the
land, and you subdued before them the inhabitants
of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their
hand, with their kings and the peoples of the land,
that they might do with them as they would. 2> And
they captured fortified cities and a rich land, and
took possession of houses full of all good things,
cisterns already hewn, vineyards, olive orchards and
fruit trees in abundance. So they ate and were filled
and became fat and delighted themselves in your
great goodness.
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26 "Nevertheless, they were disobedient and
rebelled against you and cast your law behind their
back and killed your prophets, who had warned
them in order to turn them back to you, and they
committed great blasphemies. 27 Therefore you
gave them into the hand of their enemies, who
made them suffer. And in the time of their suffering
they cried out to you and you heard them from
heaven, and according to your great mercies you
gave them saviors who saved them from the hand of
their enemies.
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28 But after they had rest they did evil again before
you, and you abandoned them to the hand of their
enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet
when they turned and cried to you, you heard from
heaven, and many times you delivered them
according to your mercies. 22 And you warned them
in order to turn them back to your law.
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Yet they acted presumptuously and did not obey
your commandments, but sinned against your rules,
which if a person does them, he shall live by them,
and they turned a stubborn shoulder and stiffened
their neck and would not obey. 30 Many years you
bore with them and warned them by your Spirit
through your prophets. Yet they would not give ear.
Therefore you gave them into the hand of the
peoples of the lands. 31 Nevertheless, in your great
mercies you did not make an end of them or forsake
them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.
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32 Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty,
and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and
steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to
you that has come upon us, upon our kings, our
princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and
all your people, since the time of the kings of
Assyria until this day. 33 Yet you have been righteous
in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt
faithfully and we have acted wickedly.
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34 Qur kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers
have not kept your law or paid attention to your
commandments and your warnings that you gave
them. 35 Even in their own kingdom, and amid your
great goodness that you gave them, and in the large
and rich land that you set before them, they did not
serve you or turn from their wicked works. 36 Behold,
we are slaves this day; in the land that you gave to
our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts,
behold, we are slaves.
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37 And its rich yield goes to the kings whom you
have set over us because of our sins. They rule over
our bodies and over our livestock as they please,
and we are in great distress.
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Matthew 10:32: Whosoever therefore shall
confess me before men, him will | confess also
before my Father which is in heaven.




i .-th




